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Ridiculous!

Property vs. Process Orientation

Andrew Vazsonyi, Feature Editor

nadequate mathematical know-how is one of the most serious limitations in the

spread of decision sciences. As a pure mathematician I had a great deal of trouble

learning the math required for decision sciences. I had a serious whack on the head
when I learned FORTRAN. The equal signs means something quite different in pure
math.

Pure math deals with statements (propositions) about properties of objects. For
example, the Pythagorean theorem deals with an important property of the right angle
triangle. In programming, the equal sign means an assignment statement, a process, a
method to do something. The Pythagorean theorem is converted to a command to
calculate the hypotenuse from the other two sides.

Pure math deals with proving theorems about the properties of objects. The math of
decision sciences deals with algorithms to produce results. Confusion of the two types of
math leads to grave failures. m

DSINFO—The Decision Sciences Institute’s Listproc

Share your announcements and call for papers with the decision sciences community

SINFO, a listproc maintained by the Decision Sciences Insti-

DSINFO subscribers also receive advance notice from DSI

tute, is for those who would like to share email on news and as to when Decision Line articles and Decision Sciences abstracts
announcements relating to DSI and the decision sciences community. are made available on the DSI website. Because this content is

When you email your call for papers to

dsinfo@listproc.gsu.edu,
you reach a community of researchers and your announcement
will be posted to the Announcements section of Decision Line, as
well as the DSI website at http://www.decisionsciences.org.

placed on the website prior to printing the hard-copy, the ar-
ticles/abstracts are available on the Internet weeks before the
publications arrive in the mail.

For more information on DSINFO, please visit the DSI
website at http: //www.decisionsciences.org/listproc.htm. m
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