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We have a number of interesting
features to start the semester off.
We open with the President’s

Letter from Bob Jacobs of Indiana Univer-
sity, providing his comments about the re-
cent conference in San Francisco. It was a
great meeting, in a great location, and I’m
looking forward to returning there some-
time in the future. He also discusses many
changes in the paper submission process
for next year.

Nest we feature one of the finalists
from the 2000 DSI Instructional Innovation
Competition. Scott Sampson of Brigham
Young University presents “Enlivening the
OM Classroom with Video Tours.” He dis-
cusses the use of various ways to enliven
introductory operations management
courses and describes his experiments with
making his own video tours for use in class-
room. He found this approach to be so suc-
cessful that he expanded it to include
optional student-produced video projects.
Scott provides lots of practical suggestions
to the use of student-produced video
projects.

In Research Issues, Rob Handfield of
North Carolina State University, the incom-
ing editor of the Journal of Operations Man-
agement, discusses “Writing the Ideal Paper
for JOM: A New Editor’s Perspective.” In
addition to the typical advice, Rob stresses
three themes that will be important in
evaluating papers submitted to JOM: (1)
cross-functional and cross-enterprise deci-
sion making; (2) methodological rigor,
combined with scientific theory building;
and (3) managerial relevance.

In our Classroom feature, Robert
Pavur of the University of North Texas and
Kellie Keeling of Virginia Tech present “Sim-
plifying Procedure for Implementing Non-
parametric Tests in Excel.” They show how
Excel can be used for teaching nonpara-
metric statistics, even though Excel’s data
analysis tools do not include nonparamet-
ric tests. In particular, they show how the
use of ranks as the data, combined with
Conover and Iman’s rank transformation
procedure, can be used to obtain nonpara-
metric statistics.

In Doctoral Student Issues, recent
graduate Carol Prahinski of the University
of Western Ontario presents down to earth
advice in her article “The Process of Get-
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ting a Position in Academia.” This is fol-
lowed by Ken Kendall’s practical advice on
Internet shopping in Ecommerce, entitled
“B2C Ecommerce: Observations About
Technology in its Early Stages.” He pre-
sents situations that many of us can relate
to, pointing out both the benefits and pit-
falls of electronic shopping.

Andy Vaszonyi discusses “Math Defi-
cit Disorder” in his Specialist with a Uni-
versal Mind column. He presents a
humorous dialogue from Eugene Ionesco’s
“La Lecon” that many of us should be able
to relate to and discusses how we can get
around math deficit disorder.

We finish with “From the Bookshelf, “
where Peter Ittig of the University of Mas-
sachusetts-Boston provides a comprehen-
sive review of Principles of Forecasting: A
Handbook for Researchers and Practitioners,
by J. Scott Armstrong. This reference book
contains 139 principles of statistics, along
with 30 articles discussing the principles and
providing evidence related to them. It
sounds like an interesting book for those
doing research in statistics.

We have a lot of interesting articles in
this issue of Decision Line, and I know you
will enjoy reading them! ■


